WEATHER NOT TOO FRIGHTFUL, AND LIGHTS WERE DELIGHTFUL. MIDLANDS 


Estate tax 
fears are 
baseless, 
experts Say 


The Nebraskans 
who walk into An- 
drew Loudon’s 
office tend to be 
graying at the tem- 
ples, sober about 


Matthew both death and tax- 
Hansen es and sure of one 

— thing: Their loved 
COLUMNIST ones will be paying 


the federal estate 
tax, often known as the “death 
tax,” after they go to that great 
Tax-Free Zone in the Sky. 

Those same Nebraskans walk 
out of Loudon’s office startled, 
because the longtime Omaha and 
Lincoln trusts and estates attorney 
has just informed them that they 
are dead wrong. 

They won’t be paying the “death 
tax.” They won’t be paying it for 
a simple reason: Hardly anyone 
does. 

“In reality, very few people pay 
the federal estate tax,” said Loud- 
on, an attorney for Baylor Evnen 
who defines himself as a political 
conservative. “It’s really a non-is- 
sue in a lot of ways.” 

He thinks it’s still around as a 
hot-button political issue because 
both sides have found it a great 
way to raise campaign dollars. 

“It scares people.” 

That fear matters because Con- 
gress is currently debating a mas- 
sive tax cut package that might kill 
the death tax dead. The House has 
already passed a bill that gets rid 
of it in 2024. 

There are legitimate reasons 
to want to kill the estate tax, said 
experts I talked to. It’s not partic- 
ularly efficient, because there are 
so many ways to avoid it, and some 
also perceive it as discouraging in- 
vestment. 

There are also legitimate rea- 


See Hansen: Page 2 
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ON THEIR THANKSGIVING 
PLATE: EARLY DEALS 
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JULIA NAGY/THE WORLD-HERALD 


Andrea Walker and daughter Dreya took a break from their Thanksgiving table on Thursday along with thousands of others who 


went in search of holiday bargains. The Walkers checked out the deals at an Omaha J.C. Penney store, while others snapped up sales 


at Cabela’s, Younkers, Kohl’s and elsewhere during the start of one of the busiest shopping weekends of the year. Story in Money. 


FIRST IN THE WORLD-HERALD 


Erica Jenkins is now serving 
her life sentence in lowa prison 


By Jor DUGGAN 
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU 


LINCOLN — One of Nebras- 
kas problem prisoners has 
moved to Iowa. 

Court records show that Eri- 
ca Jenkins has been transferred 
from the Nebraska Correctional 
Center in York to the Iowa Cor- 
rectional Institution for Women 
in Mitchellville. 

Jenkins, 27, is serving life in 
prison for the 2013 slaying of 
Curtis Bradford of Omaha. She 
is the sister of death-row inmate 
Nikko Jenkins, who participat- 
ed in Bradford’s killing and was 
responsible for three other mur- 
ders. 

Dawn-Renee Smith, spokes- 
woman for the Nebraska Depart- 


ment of Correctional Services, 
said she can’t discuss the rea- 
sons for the transfer because an 
inmate’s institutional file is not 
public. But Smith has previously 
said that out-of-state transfers 
can occur only with an inmate’s 
permission. 

The transfer did not require 
Nebraska to accept an Iowa in- 
mate in exchange for Jenkins, 
Smith said. Nor does Nebraska 
have to pay Iowa to house Jen- 
kins under the transfer agree- 
ment, she added. 

Had the transfer taken place 
a year ago, it might have saved 
Christine Bordeaux a concus- 
sion, broken forearm and frac- 
tured nasal bone. 

Jenkins faces felony assault 


See Jenkins: Page 2 
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Oscar-worthy performances 


Frances McDormand leads a stellar 
cast in “Three Billboards.” Living 


Riley’s sunny nature shines on 


Ahead of lowa game, Husker coach 
is as upbeat as ever. Pregame 


Omaha forecast 


High: 64 Low: 33 
Breezy, mild Details: 6B 


Index 
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LIVER FLUKES 


VA study shows parasite from 
Vietnam may be killing veterans 


HERALD, W.Va. (AP) — Half a 
century after serving in Vietnam, 
hundreds of veterans have a new 
reason to believe they may be 
dying from a silent bullet — test 
results show that some men may 
have been infected by a slow-kill- 
ing parasite while fighting in the 
jungles of Southeast Asia. 

The Department of Veterans 
Affairs this spring commissioned 
a small pilot study to look into the 
link between liver flukes ingest- 
ed through raw or undercooked 
fish and a rare bile duct cancer. It 
can take decades for symptoms 
to appear. By then, patients are 
often in tremendous pain, with 
just a few months to live. 

Of the 50 blood samples sub- 
mitted, more than 20 percent 
came back positive or border- 


ing positive for liver fluke anti- 
bodies, said Sung-Tae Hong, the 
tropical medicine specialist who 
carried out the tests at Seoul Na- 
tional University in South Korea. 

“It was surprising,” he said, 
stressing that the preliminary 
results could include false pos- 
itives and that the research is 
ongoing. 

Northport VA Medical Center 
spokesman Christopher Good- 
man confirmed that the New 
York facility collected the sam- 
ples and sent them to the lab. He 
would not comment on the find- 
ings, but said everyone who test- 
ed positive was notified. 

Gerry Wiggins, who served in 
Vietnam from 1968 to 1969, has 
already lost friends to the dis- 


See Vietnam: Page 2 
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